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2i o Report of the Council to the lvii. 4, 

remarkable for bis strength both of body and character, allowing 
himself neither to be checked nor daunted by any opposition but 
that of his own principles, which were high and unbending. Yet 
he was of a tender and loving nature, and singularly light-hearted. 

He died at Queen Anne's Mansions on 1896 February 1, of a 
clot of blood in the heart, the effects of an accident three weeks 
previously. He died in full success and full vigour, suddenly and 
painlessly. 

[For the above notice the Council is indebted to his son, Mr. 
George IP. Bidder.] 

The Pev. Henry Collins was born at Burslem, Staffordshire, 
1830 February 16. He was vicar of Ellerton Priory, near Whel- 
drake, York, from 1870 June to 1888 December; and rector of 
Elvington, York, from the latter date till his death. He was of 
a nervous and retiring disposition, and devoted much time to 
reading. He married (1859 May 5) Mary Ann, daughter of the 
late Mr. Wil liana Wells, of Ivenninghall, Norfolk, and leaves no 
issue. He died at Elvington Rectory on 1896 March 14. He 
was elected a Fellow of this Society on 1876 January 14. 

Thomas Gwyn Empy Elger was born at Bedford in 1837, 
where the family had been established for several generations. 
His grandfather was Mayor of the town in 1802, and his father, 
an architect and builder, had three times filled that office. 
Thomas Eiger was educated at the Bedford Grammar School, and 
afterwards went to University College, London, where he was a 
pupil of De Morgan. He adopted the profession of a civil engi¬ 
neer, and under Mr. (now Sir John) Eowler, he was engaged in 
several important works, including the Metropolitan Pailway and 
the Severn Valley Pailway. Afterwards he was engaged in sur¬ 
veys for railway construction in Holstein, until the work was put 
a stop to by the war with Prussia and Austria in 1864. 

Having succeeded to his property, he relinquished the active 
pursuit of his profession, and devoted himself more fully to scien¬ 
tific studies. At an early age he had showed a strong taste for 
astronomy, and as a youth had constructed a telescope which 
served Him many years later. He erected his first observatory in 
Caldwell Street, Bedford, where he settled with his mother. In 
1880 he married, and removed to Hemps ton, near Bedford, where 
he set up an observatory in his garden, with a 4-inch refractor by 
Cooke, and an 8inch reflector by Calver. About eight years 
ago lie built a house in Shakespeare Poad, Bedford, in which he 
lived till his death. 

Mr. Eiger’s first communication to the Poyal Astronomical 
Society, of which he was elected a Fellow on 1871 Feb. 10, was a 
brief note on the colours of the components of the double-star 
7 DelpJdni ; and this was followed by observations of Venus , in 
*1873. He also gave in the Monthly Notices the results of a series 
of observations of Saturn , in 1887 and 1888, specially calling 
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attention to peculiar appearances in the crape ring, and to the 
varying form of the shadow of the ball upon the rings. 

But it is as a careful and indefatigable selenographer that his 
name is best known, and for this work his artistic skill emi¬ 
nently qualified him. In 1878 he became a member of the Sele- 
nographical Society, a small association of observers devoted to 
the study of the Moon, which existed till 1882, and he contri¬ 
buted various papers on lunar details to its journal. He con¬ 
tinued this work in his numerous communications to the Liverpool 
Astronomical Society (1882-89), and was one of the first members 
of the British Astronomical Association, founded in 1890. He 
was Director of the Lunar Section of this Association, and gave 
three excellent reports of the Section in 1891, 1893, and 1895, in 
which are digests of the work done by other observers as well as 
by himself. He gave results of his lunar observations in a series 
of articles in the English Mechanic , and from 1887 contributed 
every month to The Observatory a valuable chapter of seleno- 
graphical notes. He was the author of the chapters on the Moon in 
Webb’s Celestial Objects for Common Telescopes, and Astronomy 
for Amateurs , edited by Westwood Oliver. His most considerable 
work, The Moon , was published in 1895, an d a valuable original 
contribution to selenography, containing an excellent map of the 
Moon on a scale of 18 inches to the diameter. Most of his papers 
are illustrated by his own careful drawings. 

Mr. Eiger was an ardent archaeologist, and had a fine collection 
of antiquities. He was one of the main supporters of the Bedford 
Library and the Literary Institute, and was the founder of the 
Bedfordshire Hatural History Society and Field Club, afterwards 
united with the Library and Institute. His services were always 
at the disposal of his fellow townsmen : he was a member of 
numerous committees, by which his loss will be greatly felt, and, 
like his father and grandfather, he served as Mayor of Bedfords 

He was seized with paralysis in December last, and remained 
in a very weak state till January 9, when he died, at the age of 
59, leaving a widow and two young sons. 

Georoe Richard Farncombe, whose death occurred 1895 
July 7, at Freiburg-im -Breisgau, was bom at Birmingham, 1866 
August 12. Being of a delicate constitution, he received a private 
education, and he subsequently graduated at Trinity College, 
Dublin (in 1884), receiving Respondent Honours. He then 
became articled to a firm of solicitors in Birmingham, filling up 
his leisure with those astronomical, meteorological, and geological 
studies which had early attracted him. In 1890 he came to 
London to prepare for his final examination in law, and threw 
himself heartily into the work of the numerous scientific societies 
of which he had long been a member. He joined and greatly 
enjoyed the London Geological Field Class, and in a short time 
Mr. Farncombe decided to relinquish the law and to devote him¬ 
self entirely to geology. With this view he went to Edinburgh, 
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